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In this Issue 

HELP US SPREAD THE WORD 
For all Church Library Association of Ontario (CLAO) 
members, there’s a reason you’re a member! 
There’s a favourite part of being a member! 

I remember when I first joined CLAO in September 
2006.  I was so excited to be able to have an 
organization I could go to when I needed 
information.  At the Fall Conference in St. Catharines 
that year, it surprised me that there were so many 
people just like me – struggling to build their 
libraries, learning proper procedures, developing 
programs – all in ministry to their churches. I had 
only heard about CLAO by accident. I didn’t know 
any other librarians who were members, and I 
wondered why more people didn’t know about the 
CLAO.   

Since attending my first CLAO conference, I have 
made sure that when I connect with other churches, 
I find out about their libraries and their librarians. 
I’ve made it a point of letting them know how many 
benefits I receive as a member of our association. 
Now as a member of the CLAO Board, I’ve learned 
what a big job it is to be the outreach coordinator. 
There are so many churches within our province that 
have no idea we exist. Before the spring conference 
this year, I was able to send information out to over 
60 bookstores across the province, and more than 
100 churches in the London area, but I also realized 
this was only a drop in the bucket. There are 
thousands of churches in Ontario, and although I 
continue to build our database, I’ve learned that the 
best way to share all the benefits of the CLAO 
membership and conferences is by word of mouth.   

We have members all over the province, and if each 
member reaches out to just a few other churches in 
their community, you can help us spread the word 
about the benefits of our association.  

– Laurie Lee Sproule, Outreach Coordinator  

Conference attendees work together to make promotional posters during a 
poster workshop.  

More than 60 church librarians attended the spring conference and 
annual general meeting of the Church Library Association of Ontario 
(CLAO) held May 5 at Westview Baptist Church in London, Ontario. 

Conference attendees enjoyed workshops on ResourceMate, 
journaling, creating posters, e-books and e-readers, archiving and 
cataloguing. An open discussion was well attended by librarians 
wanting to share the ups and downs of running a church library.  

More on the conference and photos on page 4. 

About CLAO 
In October 1969, 10 church librarians, including Anita Dalton of 
Forward Baptist Church in Galt (now Cambridge), met to share their 
vision for a library association that would help church libraries make 
the most of their resources and catch a vision of the difference a 
pro-active, engaging library can make in the lives of ordinary people. 
And so the CLAO was formed.  

Over the decades the CLAO’s membership has grown. Today, there 
are about 200 members. It costs $20 annually to be a member and 
benefits include four issues of Library Lines, Brodart discounts, 
voting rights, access to a member’s only website for information 
sharing and the opportunity to participate in an awards program.  

For more information about the Church Library Association of 
Ontario, or to attend one of its upcoming conferences, visit 
www.clao.ca. 

at London’s Westview Baptist Church 
Spring conference 
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