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In this Issue 

The Loft Children’s Library 

“The library provides parents a place where 
their children can freely choose their own 
books, with the knowledge that the resources 
all reflect wholesome family values,” says 
Meems, adding,“The Loft supports The 
Salvation Army Nursery School program and 
the Guelph Home School Association.” 
Today, the Loft hosts close to 9,000 materials, 
including about 2,700 fiction titles, 2,000 
children’s books, 1,500 children’s reference 
books, 600 DVDs, 200 CDs, 1,000 Christian 
reference books and 300 Homeschool 
resources. Circulations are 500 plus per 
month. There are also tables for crafts and 
colouring pages, chairs and benches for 
readings, and shelves of toys and puzzles.  
Meems says library materials are selected in a 
variety of ways. “I use Christian publishers’ 
websites to review new releases and I visit 
local Christian books stores to see what books 
they are stocking and what is trending in their 
stores. I also update reference books in each 
category during buying trips. The nursery 
school has theme units that I use to look for 
related books and I like to purchase 

The library uses ResourceMate 3.0 and the 
Sears List of Subject Headings to help with 
Dewey Decimal cataloguing.  
Although the library is funded in part by the 
Salvation Army, a part of Meem’s role is 
fundraising for the library. “I run an Usborne 
Book Fair every fall, where a percentage of the 
sales from the event allow me to purchase new 
Usborne products. In the spring, in partnership 
with the local Christian school, we run a Veggie 
Tales Family Fun event. The library also runs a 
used books sale.” 
When asked if the children’s library faces 
challenges Meems responds, “Sunday use by 
church members is the biggest challenge that 
the library faces. It has not been open on 
Sundays since late fall due to the lack of use. 
We will give it another try next fall with some 
intentional advertising. The patrons from the 
homeschooling association have also depleted. 
The area that still keeps the library busy is 
before and after nursery school classes.” 
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For nearly two decades the Loft Children’s 
Library in Guelph has been a haven for faith-
based children’s materials. 
Founded in 1995 by Mrs. D. Berry, the library 
was first housed in a third-storey storage 
room owned by the Salvation Army Church 
Citadel.  
“With not much more than a calling in her 
heart and a small unused loft space, the 
library was created with a little paint, donated 
books, used furniture, volunteers, and a lot of 
love,” says Alice Meems, children’s church 
librarian.  
Over the years the library would grow into a 
custom built, large bright room that is staffed 
and funded by the church. In fact, Meems is 
the only paid church librarian in The Salvation 
Army in Ontario. Meems was hired nine years 
ago as a part time assistant when the church 
transitioned to its new building on Gordon 
Street. Three years later she became the full-
time librarian. 
The Loft is open to the community. There is a 
onetime $5 membership fee and families from 
the nursery school have the membership 
included in their fees. 

“The library provides parents 
a place where their children 
can freely choose their own 
books, with the knowledge that 
the resources all reflect whole-
some family values” 

continuation of series and new release of 
favourite Christian authors and publishers. I 
also choose books based on the interests of 
the children. Some books are chosen based on 
their content, while others it is on their 
illustrations.”  

Alice Meems, CLAO Treasurer and librarian at the Loft Children’s Library in Guelph 


